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All these designs had their birth in Woman’s imagination, there have

never been models or implements to help in tracing or painting them.’
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Spiritual power and authority as opposed to the purely psychic and natural
force.”
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This. form of decoration done by women is very old and closely bound up
with ceremonial and special significance, such as occasions when requests
are made for rain; prayers for successful harvests and thanksgiving, birthdays
and weddings, prayers for the welfare of the family and community and for

celebration and festival time generally.>®
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In far-off villages of Bengal, remote from modern civilization, these Alponas
live and glow a new in the heart of Bengali girls.”
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