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(1 (S FOfe 03 “I9S 11T S1F Gt foT04T=e : ‘Whilst on board the Beagle I was quite orthodox, and I remember
being hearrily laughed at by several of the officers (though themselves orthodox) for quoting the Bible as an unanswerable
authority no some point of morality. I suppose it was the novelty of the argument that amused them, but I had gradually come by
this time (i.e. 1836 to 1839) to see that the old Testament, from its manifestly false histrory of the world, with the tower of
Badel, the rainbow as a sing, &c., &c., and from its attributing to God the feelings of a revengeful tyrant, was no more to be
trusted than the sacred books of the Hindoos, or the beliefs of any barbarian, The question that continually rose before my mind
and would not be banished, -is it credible that if God were now to make a revelation to the Hindoos, would he permit it to be
connected with the belief in Vishnu, Siva &c., as christianity is connected with the Old Testament. This appeared to my utterly

incredible...’
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“On the whole, I think we may conclude that habit, use and disuse, have, in some cases, played a considerable part in the
modification of the constitution, and of the strucature of various organs; but that the effects or use and disuse have ofter been

largely combined with, and sometimes overmasteredly, the natural selection of innate differences.”
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i) Why, if species have descended from other species by insensibly fine gradations, do we not every where see innumberable
transtitional forms? Why is not all nature in confusion instead or species being, as we see them, well defined ?

ii) Is it possible that an animal having, for instance, the structure and habits of a bat, could have been formed by the
modification of some animal with wholly different habits? can we believe that natural selection could produce. on the one hand,
organs of trifling importance and, on the other hand, organs of such wonderful structure, as the eye, of which we hardly as yet
fully understand the inimitable perfeciton?

iii) Can instincts be acquired and modified througn natural selection?
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inherited - and I think it ca n be shown that this does sometimes happen - then the resemblance between what originally was a

habit and an instinct becomes so close as not to be distinguished.”
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“No complex instinct can possibly be produced through nutural selection, except by the slow and gradul acumulation of

numerous, slight, yet profitable, variations.”
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OISO FCARCE: “The struggle for existence. above all this must be strictly limited to the struggles resulting from plant and

animal over-population, which do in fact occur at certain staes of plant and lower animal life” (ﬂ@-Dialesties of Nature)
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