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“‘Embankments in the riparian tract may for a time prevent overflow from the rivers, but would
tend to raise the bed of rivers still further, and thus make the situation much worse in the long
run.” (Rainfall and floods in North Bengal, 1870-1922p.6. Deptt of Irrigation, Bengal Gowt.) $58<
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o702 @ e -—— We construct reservoirs to store water and we abstract water from streams and

apply it to irrigation of land without any regard to the apparent intention of Nature. We protect the
banks of rivers from natural erosions and we dredge up sand and mud from the places in which
Nature intended it to remain. There are, of course, limits within which we must confine our
efforts, and success depends on a due apprehension of these limits and on a just sense of
proportion.
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indeed maintain an irrigation department, but irrigation is not the problem of Bengal, which does
not suffer from shortage of water but from excess and unequal distribution of water. What we
want in Bengal is not an irrigation department, but a river training organization (P.24) | o< %29
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