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‘...Since the middle of the 18th century i.e. at the initial stage of this
industy, a huge number of natural labourers from different tribal belts
of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa need to be collect every season by simply
alluring them 'with the help of ‘brokers’. Only those tribals who did not
have secured economy, e.g. the landless labourers were tempted to
participate in this sort of migration although not voluntarily and only
very few of them could manage to come back. The rest of them were
either forced or tempted to settle down in the tea garden areas thereby
keeping the manpower secured for the industy. Some settled voluntarily

being very much attracted by the care-free life far away from the
binding of their traditional way of life and also by the securlty of

service in the gardens.’ |
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‘Tea cultivation in Assam is a grand industry and it “has largely
contributed to the material prosperity of the produce...If, in securing
these advantages in immigrant labourers were subjected to such hardships
as were not beyond human endurance, we would probably not have

raised our voice...’
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‘In majority of cases, marriage is generally settled by negotiation
although marriage by force, love and elopement are not uncommon

among these people. Divorce is common and divorced and widowed
persons can marry....the incidence of pre-marital and extra-martial sex-

relations are high.’
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