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India itself, on the other hand, the great ‘myths’ occupy a major place, but they are not perceived
as myths in the current sense of the word, for they are lived. Unflaggingly returned to, translated,
adopted to suit the taste of the day, they are the fundamental source from which literary and
other artistic inspiration is drawn. They are not fixed; versions vary in the different regions, and
as living myths, the play a crucial role in the formation of the world of the creative imagination.”2
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in literature indeed constitute exemplary stories, which are themselves usually crystallized into a
prestigious and dynamic form because they condense or sun up the most profound spirit of

culture. But any tale or image worthy of literary expression can ultimately be linked to one or
more archetypes.” 8
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