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(1) And he tells lies and mixes true and false in such a way that the middle is consistent with the
beginning and the end with the middle. Horace, Arts poetica (l)151-2

(2) We have known festivals without pipes and dances but never of a poem without its fabulous
or ficticious elements---Plutarch, How to study poetry.

(3) For he knows poet never credit gained by writing truths, but things like truths well feigned.
Ben Johnson

(4) Poetry is the art at uniting pleasure with truth, by calling imagination to the help of reason.
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Samual Johnson, Life of
Milton 1779 (lives 120)
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We are the hollow men / we are the stuffed men / leaving together headpiece filled with straw,
Alas’!
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when the evening is spread out against the sky,
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