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30 December, 1946.

I propose to write in English from now. Writing good English is a problem
with me. Whatever I feel, whatever I think, I dare not express in English lest
I make sad mistakes. Why 1s it that I cannot write bold English? One of the
reasons is want of practice. I never make serious continuous efforts to express
my thoughts in English. There is a time when young mind spontaneously
catches new substances and absorbs them. It is a time when minds are
capable of expansion and taking in new ideas and forms. That golden
moment of my life has passed away, unnoticed. New and interesting ideas
did not occur to me and whatever passed before my eyes I failed to observe. 1
did not grow in time. My desire to learn English is a somewhat belated desire
created artificially by the pressure of circumstances.

There are of course other reasons. I had been a boy with a small reservoir of
energy. I used up my energy in small operations. I do not know who is
responsible for that but the fact remains. 1 was not given a good shaking at
the proper time. I was not allowed to move freely about, to be influenced
freely by the forces of life. There were always strings which pulled me from
behind, I always knew that there is someone who will take care of me. This
inherent instinct for reliance was encouraged. I never grew bold. I never
learnt to stand on my own legs and see with my own eyes. Most experiences
were made for me. I did not experience life directly. I was always shielded



from the strong currents of life. That is the reason why I never got used to it,
that is why I exhaust myself too soon. Externally I was prevented from
participating in the outdoor life. But I was not given a proper intellectual
training. Concentration comes through practice. Nobody helped me to
acquire this quality. Once again I missed the bus.
I feel that there are big gaps in my thoughts. My thinking is not a continuous
flow of ideas. It gushes out from time to time. Even in thinking I tire myself
very soon. My energy suddenly exhausts itself. Moreover I do not know the
secret of generating new energy and releasing them. My whole personality 1s
folded up within me. How to open it up? How to unfold the inner
potentialities? 1 know that they are there. I am not an empty jug. I contain
multitudes. Ideas shapeless, nebulous whirl beneath the surface. They never
take shapes, they are never born. Sometimes the depths of my mind are
stirred up. Energy, blind, purposeless force revolve within but does not get an
outlet. I suffer from this terrible waste of life. The idea that I have set before
me has a powerful pull which draws me at a terrific speed and hurls me down
almost lifeless. But that is a rare experience. On other occasions I he
motionless, dry, used up, full of dead desires. The idea must draw me
forward irresistibly but it must draw me continuously. It must arouse my
personality permanently. I want to be what I desire. I want to unfold the
greatest wonders of life itself. I know T am large but then I must see it. I must
experience that expansion. I want to live again.
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1.3.47
South Calcutta

1 was filled with life this evening. Love surged up and filled me to the brim. [...]>%
I was caught up in 2 mad frenzy of boundless joy. For the moments I lost myself
in it. I could not resist myself. It is long long since I felt such a turmoil within me.
Oh, how T have hungered for it!

It came this evening. And the glorious part of it was that she was with me to share
my experience. I poured myself out to her. I broke into a song. [...] The two hearts
mingled and there was no barrier between us. It was a true embrace of love. Oh
how I have longed to open my heart to her like that. I spoke like a king who has
conquered the heart of his queen!

She raised her brilliant eyes to mine. Those eyes confessed. It was a confession of
love. Oh how I have longed to light up her eyes with that lustre of love!

As I spoke to her of my experiences 1 trembled with a mysterious sense of joy. All
doubts vanished, all pettiness disappeared.

1 felt = freedom that can be rarely experienced. It was an experience of supreme
self-confidence. Once more 1 discovered that [ am large and powerful, I am great
and noble. I raised my precious companion to that height. Oh how glorious was her
response! She is a treasure, a rare jewel. She is full of colour and music. The
powerful pull of my love recovered her real self from the prison-house of the
thousand nothings of daily life. She unfolded her true and richest mind. 1t held my
mind in that never-ending embrace.

These are the moments when I rediscover myself, when I regain my lost courage.
These are the moments when I can iose myselfin a frenzy of creation. These again
are the moments when the dark screen is lifted and the world of light — the world



of colours and music — enraptures me. When 1 speak like that I reveal my deepest
self. When I feel like that I experience truth itself — an experience which I value
greater than anything else in the world.
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