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In the Course of its visit to the Primary schools and its intensive interaction with the teachers,
parents, and people interested in education, the committee was much impressed by the
widespread desire for English in almost all stations of life, and in all classes and categories of
people. An overwhelming majority of the parents told the committee in clear and unambiguous
terms that they wanted their wards to learn English and learn in early... They just want their
children are given an opportunity to learn English, “the earlier, the better,” The middle class
parents say this in chorus, but even those who cannot be called ‘middleclass’ in the strict
economic sense of the term, but are aspirants to become member of it sooner or later, i.e.
rickshaw — pullers, rickshaw van drivers and other members of the day — labouring class,
demand in unison that English must be a component in the syllabus at the primary stage.
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We must at present do our best to form a class who may be interpreters between us and the
millions whom we govern — a class of persons Indian in blood and color, but English in tastes, in
opinions, in morals and in intellect.
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Though all learners of English show substantial levels of classroom anxiety, learners coming
from low income group families appear to be far more anxious. S s/ se Km it facs forca ©
TR RS

A negative correlation was noticed between income and parental encouragement suggesting
that the low income group puts greater pressure on its children to learn English. Similarly, a
negative correlation was seen between occupation and the use of English as medium of
instruction at the primary level i.e.> lower the socio — economic status of the family, the greater
its children. This is a very clear index of socio-economic insecurity and it is out of sheer
desperation and frustration that the lower income group claims higher levels of proficiency in
English and recommends English as the medium of instruction from the early childhood.
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There is a fair measure of agreement within the commission that the new method of teaching
English, based on the so-called functional communicative approach, has been far from an

unqualified success.
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